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Ordinance No. 231019 – Banning Source-of-
Income Discrimination in Housing

Goal: To facilitate the City’s stated goal of fair housing throughout the City 
by banning discrimination against current and potential tenants based on 
the lawful and reasonably verifiable source of income they use to pay the 
full price of the rent. 
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Structure of the Ordinance
1. Prohibition on Source-of-Income (“SOI”) discrimination

2. Investigation procedures to uncover such discrimination

3. Financial Enforcement for violators

4. Rental-Permit-Based Enforcement within the Healthy Homes program

5. Publicizing of the ordinance throughout Kansas City
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1. Prohibition on SOI discrimination
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Currently, discrimination based on a “protected trait” prohibited

Proposed ordinance classifies “source of income” as a “protected trait”

Additional protections for renters, incl. reinforce existing “holistic consideration” 
requirement
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2. Investigation procedures to uncover 
discrimination
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 Improved complaint process

 Clearer timeline for investigations

 Regular audits and reports
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3. Financial Enforcement for violators
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 $1,000 fine (other discrimination = $500 fine plus up to 180 days 
imprisonment)

 Fines allocated to Tenant Support Fund
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4. Rental-Permit-Based Enforcement within 
the Healthy Homes program
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 Existing permit program allows suspensions for housing discrimination

 Source-of-Income-related suspension places permit on “Special 
Probationary Status”

 Required anti-discrimination training, disclosing rental advertisements
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5. Publicizing Ordinance
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 City Manager publicizes ordinance, adds to Tenant Bill of Rights
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Questions?
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