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What is an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)?
• A second dwelling unit on the same lot as a 

principal dwelling unit which may be occupied by 
an independent household.

What is a dwelling unit?
• A home where a household resides for a period of 

30 or more days.

What is a household?
• Generally, a family or 5 or fewer unrelated 

persons.

How are ADUs used?
• Usually to rent out to a different household but 

can facilitate intergenerational or extended family 
living.
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City How Process Where Owner Occupancy 
Required

Greensboro Attached and detached By-right Everywhere Yes

San Antonio Attached and detached By-right Everwhere Yes

Denver Attached and detached By-right Almost everywhere Yes

Minneapolis Attached and detached By-right Everywhere Yes

Johnson County Attached and Detached Administrative 
Zoning Review

Almost everywhere Yes

Seattle Attached and detached By-right Everywhere Yes

Source: American Planning Association
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Purpose
• Meet the changing needs of 

community.

• Provide choice while preserving 
character of neighborhood.

• Facilitate intergenerational living 
and different family compositions

• Reduce costs by stimulating 
creation of more units.
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Standards
• May be attached or detached

• Owner must reside in one of the 
two units

• Additional parking not required

• Must be smaller than the 
principal dwelling unit

• May use historic ADU’s if brought 
up to code


