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DEFINING VISION ZERO

Traffic violence is 
preventable.

#visionzeroKC



DEFINING VISION ZERO

Vision Zero is a systemic, holistic approach to 
transportation that doesn’t zero in on any one 
problem but rather calls attention to the most 
important factors, based on data, that influence 
traffic safety – from unsafe speeds to dark 
roadways to roadway and vehicle design.
Vision Zero Network
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WHY NOW?

There were more than 
40,000 traffic fatalities 
in the U.S. in 2018.
National Safety Council
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DEFINING VISION ZERO

The urban portions of the Kansas City region 
have pedestrian fatality levels similar to 
nationwide trends; however, it is perceived 
that the exposure for pedestrians in the region 
is relatively low. 
Together Toward Zero: 2018-2022
KC Regional Transportation Safety Blueprint
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https://www.marc.org/Transportation/Programs/assets/DS_TogetherTowardZero.aspx


Kansas City 
residents die in 
KCMO each year.
Destination Safe

50+

WHY NOW?
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A DATA-DRIVEN APPROACH

ADOPT A 
POLICY

ANALYZE 
THE DATA

TAKE
ACTION

EVALUATE 
AND LEARN

Adopt a commitment to 
Vision Zero and best 

practices that support a 
safer transportation 

network for all.

Benchmark status quo. 
Leverage data analytics to 
prioritize opportunities for 

improvement.

Employ best practices in 
roadway design, speed 

management, and 
community education.

Assess. Promote
continuous improvement 

and innovation. Grow 
capacity for the future.
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APPLYING DESIGN FLEXIBILITY

CITY OF LOS ANGELES │ VISION ZERO
#visionzeroKC



Potential conflicts 
exist at a typical 
four-way 
intersection.
Together Toward Zero: 2018-2022 
KC Regional Transportation Safety Blueprint

32
REDUCING CONFLICTS
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DEFINING VISION ZERO

Traffic violence is 
inequitable.
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EQUITY

Pedestrians are killed at 
disproportionately higher 
rates in the nation's poorer 
neighborhoods.
Governing Magazine, 2013
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Pedestrians 
involved in 
crashes, highest 
in four years
KCPD, 2018

EQUITY
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EQUITY

65% of severe and fatal 
collisions involving people 
walking and biking happen 
on just 6% of LA streets.
City of Los Angeles High Injury Network (2018)
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PROTECT OUR MOST VULNERABLE

CHILDREN SENIORS PEOPLE WITH 
DISABILITIES

TRANSIT-
DEPENDENT
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Cost to society for 
crashes 
along Linwood 
corridor.
MARC / MoDOT, 2008-2017

$69M
($2016)

COST TO SOCIETY
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https://dashboards.mysidewalk.com/linwood-psp/safety


Cost to society for 
crashes 
within a ¼ mile 
of Linwood.
MARC / MoDOT, 2008-2017

$579.6M
($2016)

COST TO SOCIETY
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https://dashboards.mysidewalk.com/linwood-psp/safety


DEFINING VISION ZERO

Traffic violence is 
preventable.
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VISION ZERO STREETS

“Someone who 
reduces their speed 
from 25 to 20 miles 
per hour, that means a 
pedestrian is twice as 
likely to survive.”
Leah Treat, Former Director, Portland 
Bureau of Transportation
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VISION ZERO STREETS

“since the installation 
of the scramble in 
November, 2015, there 
have been zero deaths 
and serious injuries 
because of a collision.”
LA Vision Zero Action Plan

Los Angeles Great Streets
#visionzeroKC



VISION ZERO STREETS

LPIs have been 
shown to reduce 
pedestrian-vehicle 
collisions as much 
as 60% at treated 
intersections.
NACTO, Urban Street Design Guide

City of New York, Lead Pedestrian Interval (LPI)
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YKemPoxs6EY


VISION ZERO STREETS

We currently have all 
the elements of street 
design in our toolkit.
KCMO Complete Streets Ordinance
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A COMMITMENT TO ZERO

#visionzeroKC

Resolution 
200019
● Convene a multi-disciplinary task force

● Identify through data the hot spots

● Prioritize actionable next steps
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