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Legislation Number: [2020-01138

Approval Deadline:

LEGISLATION IN BRIEF:

Accepting and approving a $222,848.00 sub-grant award from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) through the
University of Missouri-Kansas City to provide funding for church-based COVID-19 testing in Kansas City, Missouri;
estimating and appropriating $222,848.00 in the Health Grants Fund; and designating requisitioning authority.

What is the reason for this legislation?

This ordinance is to accept a $222,848.00
NIH grant award passed through the
University of Missouri-Kansas City (UMKC)
to assist with study preparation,
implementation and evaluation activities
around the Taking It to the Pews (TIPS)
project examining religiously-appropriate
COVID-19 intervention strategies in African
American churches.
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“The church is a trusted institution in the African American community and can serve as a powerful
setting in improving the health of its congregants along with community members served through
church outreach ministries,” says UMKC assistant professor Jannette Berkley-Patton, principal
investigator on this grant and prior church-based studies.

COVID-19 is responsible for many hospitalizations and deaths in the U.S. over the past year. These
disparate rates leave many vulnerable to circumstances which continue to severely impact human life
(e.g., illnesses, deaths, food insecurity, job loss) and healthcare resources (e.g., shortages in personal
protective equipment, ventilators, hospital beds).

Funding is needed so that the Kansas City Health Department can continue it's practice of facilitating
robust preventative health via diagnostics in the community. This work will aim to increase testing
rates as well as increase knowledge and awareness of factors such as:

* How COVID-19 spreads.

« The risks associated with COVID-19 transmissions.

« The safety and effectiveness of the COVID testing and vaccine.

« That getting tested is a normative behavior.

« Dispelling common myths about testing and vaccines.

« Where to access testing and vaccines, particularly if uninsured or underinsured.

Doing so, will facilitate downstream improvements in testing rates and the disparities that exist in
these rates.
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Future Impacts

Given the public health ramifications of the spread of COVID-19, interventions are needed, now more than ever, to
encourage COVID-19 testing and to reduce disparities in these rates. In light of this need, the Kansas City Health
Department, in partnership with UMKC's School of Medicine, will increase related outreaches by participating in the
National Institutes of Health (NIH) Rapid Acceleration of Diagnostics (RADxSM) initiative.

This strategy will foster more COVID-19 testing, community support and education. The focus demographic will be
community groups that have been marginalized and underserved by health care, public health systems and have been
disproportionately affected by COVID-19.
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Public Safety
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Increase/Decrease

Citywide Business Plan Objective

Applicable Dates: Grant Nov 20, 2020 to Nov 18, 2021

Evaluate and identify areas of opportunity in the emergency response
delivery system to ensure the best possible patient outcome

Prepared by: Tonya Randle-Bailey RN

Date Prepared: 11/23/2020
Citywide Business Plan Strategy Reviewed by: Rebecca Hodge
Date Reviewed 12/8/2020

Expand the City’s surge capacity for major
outbreaks of disease
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