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From: Kendra Burgess

To: Public Testimony

Subject: Oppose 210966

Date: Friday, December 10, 2021 4:42:27 PM
Attachments: S_3FLB-21121016410.pdf

To Whom It May Concern,
Please see the attached letter in Opposition to Ordinance # 210966.
Thank you,

Kendra A. Burgess
Public Policy Coordinator

The Whole Person
3710 Main Street, Kansas City, MO 64111
direct 816-627-2204 | main 816-561-0304 | fax 816-931-0529

kburgess@thewholeperson.org | thewholeperson.org
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheWholePerson
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The Whole Person

*. People with Disabilities Leading Independent Lives

December 8, 2021

Mayor Quinton Lucas and

Members of the Kansas City Council
KCMO City Hall

414 E. 12th Street

Kansas City, MO 64106

Mayor Lucas and Members of the KCMO City Council:

The Whole Person wishes to express our opposition to proposed ordinance
#210966. We take particular issue with framing this as a “neighborhood
inclusion” ordinance. On the contrary; this measure excludes the needs of the
community we serve in two key ways:

e The measure excludes the voice of the disabled community.
Neighborhood associations are given veto power over important
infrastructure. In doing this, residents who can’t participate in these
groups, in part because of no requirements for being accessible, will be
left out of decisions which directly impact their safety. This would also
be the case for disabled renters and employees who work in the 3rd
District, but live elsewhere.

e The legislation limits infrastructure which we’re able to use. This
measure limits the construction of bike lanes, which the city has
explicitly said can be traversed by people using wheelchairs and other
assistive devices. The council adopted ordinance 190067, which
expanded access on bike lanes throughout the city. Why should we be
taking steps to further limit the mobility of those who are consistently
left out of the transportation equation of Kansas City?

If the issue at the heart of this matter is a lack of inclusion, then excluding those

who will be most impacted is not the answer. We can invest in safe routes to
school and bulky item pickup without creating more dangerous streets for
our most vulnerable travelers. It is for these reasons that we ask you all to
oppose this ordinance.

Regards,
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Kendra Burgess
Public Policy Coordinator
Direct 816-627-2204 | kburgess@thewholeperson.org

MISSION

The Whole Person
connects people with
disabilities to the resources

]
they need by supporting
independent choice and
advocating for positive

change in the community.

VISION

The Whole Person
envisions a fully
accessible community
where opportunities and
choices are not limited

by disability

3710 Main Street
Kansas City, MO 64111
816-561-0304
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