Business Session
1:00 PM – Thursday, March 5 2026, 26th Floor Council Chambers
Those in attendance: Mayor Quinton Lucas, Mayor Pro-Tem Ryana Parks-Shaw, Councilmembers: O’Neill, Willett, French, Patterson-Hazley, Robinson, Rea, Bunch, Curls, Bough, Duncan, & City Manager Mario Vasquez represented the City Manager’s office; Howard Rice represented the City Clerk’s Office.

· Approval of Minutes for Business Session of February 26, 2026: Minutes approved unanimously.
· Audit Presentation
Mark Shaw & Bailey Keller, Auditors Office presented. The FY 2027 Kansas City Audit Plan outlines how the City Auditor will review city departments and programs to ensure taxpayer money is used properly and services are delivered fairly and effectively. Kansas City government manages about $2.5 billion budget across more than 20 departments and roughly 7,500 employees the auditor selects key areas with the greatest public impact to examine each year. Current and upcoming audits will look at issues such as access to Parks and Recreation facilities, compliance with HR policies in the Water Department, oversight of tax-increment financing development projects, enforcement of the Healthy Homes rental inspection program, management of city-owned housing units, and how the police and fire departments handle budgets and internal complaints. The plan also includes studies on workplace equity and pays fairness across city jobs, regular reviews of city departments every four years, and follow-up checks to ensure agencies actually fix problems identified in audits. The goal is to identify risks, improve city performance, increase transparency, and complete audits faster so city leaders and residents can make informed decisions about how the government operates and spends public funds.
Roy Blunt Luminary Park
 Jeff Martin, City Manager’s Office presented. The Roy Blunt Luminary Park project is a major Kansas City development planned to build a large park over the I-670 highway downtown, with construction expected to begin after the 2026 FIFA World Cup and last about three years. The project has an estimated $315 million budget and is funded through a mix of federal, state, city, and private contributions, though additional private fundraising is still underway to meet required funding commitments before certain city bonds can be issued. Current work includes relocating utilities and streetcar infrastructure, finalizing agreements with the Missouri Department of Transportation, completing design details, and preparing construction packages. The park would include features like public gathering spaces, a performance pavilion, restaurants, and play areas, and supporters say it will reconnect parts of downtown and create a major civic destination, though the project still depends on closing funding gaps and receiving final approvals from the City Council and planning authorities.
· Discussion of Ordinances, Resolutions, and Communications listed on the Council legislative docket or for Floor Introduction: There was no discussion
· Closed Session: 
· Meeting was adjourned
